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OVERVIEW OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT 

OF ASSESSMENTS AND TAXATION
 The primary “mission” responsibilities of the Department are:

• uniformly appraising the market value of all taxable Real (2.2 million 
accounts) and Personal Property (126,000 taxable accounts) in the State;

• certifying property values and assessable base to County and municipal 
governments;

• administering property tax relief  programs to homeowners and renters, tax 
credit programs for eligible businesses, and statutory property tax 
exemptions;

• administering business entity formation laws and collecting related 
statutory fees; and

• providing  significant amounts of information to the business and general 
public via modern technology.

 The total operating budget of the Department is $133.4 million in Fiscal 
year 2014, and $80.2 million of that total is for funding for the different tax 
credit programs.
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 The department has a total of 591 FTE positions in Fiscal 2014.  These 

positions are allocated as follows:

Administration 28 FTEs
(includes Franchise Tax (3), Utility Valuation (4), and Homestead (10))

Real Property Assessment 406 FTEs

Charter Division 65 FTEs

Personal Property Assessment 40 FTEs

Homeowners’/Renters’ Credit Programs 36 FTEs

Information Technology 16 FTEs
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 The Department collects significant amounts of statutory fees including: 

$78.1 million in Annual Report filing fees; $123.5 million in Franchise 

Gross Receipts Tax; $2.2 million in Recordation Taxes; $5.3 million in 

Transfer Taxes; $9.9 million for Recording Fees; and $5.3 million in 

expedited fees.

 The Department’s website received 183,909,547 “hits” or pages viewed in 

Calendar Year 2013 for all its combined programs.
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Service Explanation of Service 

Charter The Taxpayer Services' Corporate Charter/Charter Legal Review unit is custodian of 

documents relating to the organization and ownership of many types of business entities 

that are required to file documents with the State. 

Homeowners’ Homeowners' and Renters' Property Tax Credit Programs provide more than $47 million 

in State-funded property tax credits to homeowners and renters who qualify based on an 

income test. 

Renters’ 
 

The Maryland General Assembly created the Renters’ Tax Credit Program based on the 

consideration that renters indirectly pay property taxes in their monthly rent, and 

therefore, should receive a tax credit if they qualify based on the gross household income. 

UCC 
 

The Department continues to provide web access to the document images of UCC Form 1 

filings and Corporate Charter filings. This on line service helps to free up DAT staff who 

were previously assigned to assist “walk in” customers and service company personnel 

who came in to the office for this information. 

Franchise 

Tax 
 

The Division administers franchise taxes applicable to the net income of finance 

companies and savings and loan associations and to the gross receipts of public service 

corporations. 

Personal 

Property 
 

Taxpayer Services oversees the annual reassessment of operating property of railroads 

and public utilities and personal property of businesses. Property tax reports are filed 

with, and reviewed by, the Division annually. Thereafter, the values are certified to the 

subdivisions so that they may issue tax bills. 

Homestead 
 

The Homestead Property Tax Credit was established to help homeowners deal with large 

assessment increases on their principal residence. Every county and municipality in 

Maryland is required to limit taxable assessment increases to 10% or less each year via 

the Homestead Credit program. 

Utility 

Valuation 
 

The utility and railroad valuation section of the Department assessed the operating 

properties of utilities and railroads for 345 business entities in fiscal year 2011. The utility 

section must allocate or apportion the Maryland base of the operating unit since many of 

these companies operate on an interstate basis. 
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